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NEWARK – The Office of Weights 
and Measures, a unit of the N.J. 
Division of Consumer Affairs, 
on January 19 conducted unan-
nounced inspections of home 
heating oil delivery trucks near 
two fueling depots. The inspec-
tions took place along Doremus 
Avenue in  Newark  and at Duck  
Island  in  Hamilton  Township, 
Mercer  County.
 Of the 12 trucks 
inspected in   New-
ark, two were found 
to be dispensing 
less fuel than was 
represented. One 
truck had an in-
correct reading on 
its register display. 
These three trucks 
were condemned, 
meaning red tags 
were placed on the pumps and 
no deliveries can be made until 
the violations are corrected and 
the trucks re-inspected and recer-
tified as fit for use. No violations 
were found among the 16 trucks 
inspected at Duck  Island.  
 “Every drop of home heating oil 

matters, especially when prices 
are well over $3 a gallon and win-
ter is far from over,” said Thomas 
R. Calcagni, Acting Director of 
the Division of Consumer Af-
fairs. “Homeowners are paying 
the highest prices since 2008 for 
home heating oil and any short-
changing of consumers will not 
be tolerated.”  

 The seals on the dispensing 
meters were inspected, as broken 
seals may indicate tampering has 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
occurred. The receipt tickets for 
the last home delivery also were 
reviewed and checked against the 
information on each truck’s meter.
 Consumers can report suspected 
problems related to home heat-
ing oil deliveries to the Office of 
Weights and Measures by filling 
out a complaint form located at 
www.NJConsumerAffairs.gov/
complaint/ocp.pdf or by calling 
the Office at 732-815-4840. n 

Oil Truck Inspections

“Homeowners are paying the highest prices since 2008 for home 
heating oil and any short-changing of consumers will not be tolerated.”

Thomas R. Calcagni:

JERSEY CITY – The 15th edition of the 
annual Consumer Bowl competition, 
hosted by the N.J. Division of Consumer 
Affairs and local consumer affairs of-
fices, kicked off in Hudson County on 
January 20th as students from eight local 
high schools faced off to determine the 
county champion.
 County Prep  High School  won the 
Hudson County Consumer Bowl and will 
advance to face other county champions 
from northern New Jersey later this year. 
The three regional winners from northern, 
central and  southern New Jersey will then 
compete in the championship round in 
May to determine the overall statewide 
Consumer Bowl winner.  

 
 
 
Students from more than 90 public and 
private high schools across  New Jersey 
are competing in this year’s Consumer 
Bowl. All 21 counties in the State are rep-
resented.  Irvington  High School in Essex 
County is the defending State Consumer 
Bowl Champion. n

CONSUMER BOWL KICKOFF

W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  C o n d u c t s  I n s p e c t i o n s

Pictured above - Office of Weights and Measures officials examine a delivery 
truck during an unannounced inspection on January 19th, 2011.

Pictured below - County Prep celebrates their 
victory. Pictured left - the team from Ferris 
High School competes
in the Hudson County 
Consumer Bowl.
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	 	“The	severe	winter
weather	we’ve	been
experiencing	has	not
slowed	our	efforts	to
protect	consumers.
In	fact,	our	Weights	and	Measures	
officers	conducted	surprise	inspections	
of	home	heating	oil	delivery	trucks,
as	we	focus	on	seasonal	consumer	
protection	activities.”
AskConsumerAffairs@lps.state.nj.us
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and More

How can I avoid 

credit repair 

scams?

NJ Office of the Attorney General

Division of Consumer Affairs

Be an Informed Consumer… We can Help!

To learn about credit & credit repair scams,

and to find an educational event near you,

visit NJConsumerAffairs.gov

or call 888-656-6225 (toll free in N J).

NJConsum
erAffairs. gov

Understanding and Protecting

Your Credit is Important !

The N.J. Division of Consumer Affairs in 
January launched a multi-media outreach 
campaign that educates consumers about 
how to avoid credit repair scams that 
may actually worsen their situation. 
 The outreach campaign in-
cludes radio and newspaper 
ads, both of which refer 
consumers to the Divi-
sion’s Web site, www.
NJConsumerAffairs.gov, 
where detailed informa-
tion has been posted.  
 The online information 
includes how to obtain a 
free annual credit report and 
how to notify the credit re-
porting companies of incorrect 
or missing information on your 
credit report.
 “We want consumers to learn 
that everything a credit repair company 
will claim to do for them legally, con-
sumers can do for themselves at little or 
no cost,” said Thomas R. Calcagni, Act-
ing Director of the Division of Consum-
er Affairs. “We’ve seen these so-called 
credit repair companies scam consum-
ers out of hundreds of dollars while 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

essentially doing nothing and we 
want consumers to be alert to these 
frauds.”  
 The outreach campaign is primar-
ily funded by a grant from the Sears 
Consumer Protection and Education 
Fund. n 

CREDIT REPAIR      CAMPAIGN
Pictured below - Credit Repair
DVD cover. Pictured right - 
Credit Repair newspaper ad.

NEWARK – The IRS offers a free federal 
income tax preparation and filing program 
to taxpayers who earned up to $58,000 in 
adjusted gross income in 2010. The Free 
File program, developed by the IRS and 
an alliance of tax software companies, 
provides online access to tax preparation 

software at no cost. Once completed, the 
tax return is submitted electronically to 
the IRS.
 For additional information, go to www.
freefile.irs.gov . n

} www.freefile.irs.gov

Free Income Tax Preparation Available Did You 
Know That…

$

}If you buy a 
USED vehicle in 
another state, the
N.J. Lemon Law will 
not cover you?

}The Deceptive Mail 
Prevention and 
Enforcement Act 
prohibits mailings 
claiming that you 
are a winner unless 
  you’ve    

  actually 
  won

    a prize?
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